SSCA makes a difference to Southern Sudanese living in Omaha

By Pierre Atilio-North Dakorta USA

Southern Sudan Community Association (SSCA) is a Nebraska non-profit 501 (c) (3) corporation formed in 1997 to assist refugees who were resettled in the U.S. to escape Southern Sudan’s civil war and religious persecutions.  These refugees had fled from their homes in Southern Sudan to UN supported refugee camps or to neighboring countries for safety where they lived for many years until they could be resettled. It is under the leadership of the Executive Director Mr. Tor Much Kuet.

The mission of SSCA is to assist refugees make the transition from their own culture into American life, helping them become able to live and work productively, support their families and get an education and a better life for themselves and their children. This mission has expanded since its inception to include providing services to all refugees and asylum-seekers in the Omaha area. Please browse the website (http://www.sscainternational.org). 

In the website is an article demonstrating how both the Nuer and Dinka have shared some historical perspectives. This is to tell others that our communities can co-exist peacefully without conflict even when outside from their country of origin. The Nuer/Dinka culture places great value on family. Three generations living closely together is not unusual in a Sudanese family. Our Sudanese community grows as refugees come from Africa or from their original place of immigration in another state to be near family and friends in Omaha. 

The Sudanese in Omaha are fortunate to have the Southern Sudan Community Association to help them adapt to life in United States. This non-profit charitable organization is trying to help the refugees solve everyday problems such as employment, health and human services issues, medical care, transportation, and housing. SSCA also provides interpretors, driver’s license training classes, and ESL classes. It also helps with clothing, furniture, and household items. The SSCA provides a hub around which Nuer/Dinka culture can be enjoyed, preserved, and taught to their children. 

