Living in the corner of violence: Executive Chief Mawut Aguer Adel, Tonj East
“At the Wunlit Peace Conference held in 2003, we agreed on a peace pact between the people of Bahr el Ghazal and the Nuer. But now they are fighting us again; we are back to the war! I am hoping that the governors of Lakes State and Unity State will stop the raiding from the Agar Dinka and the Nuer in my place: these days there are people from two states fighting in my small county. It is too much.

We used to all have weapons to protect ourselves during the movement. But the Governor of the State disarmed us last year. So I cannot even prepare the youth to protect their people.

The numbers of cattle that has been taken from us is unmentionable but it is thousands. We have not received any of the cattle back. Since they are the same breed all over, it is difficult to distinguish the stolen ones from the rest.

Our major problem is that we do not have any sons and daughters in the central government. The others have their people in key positions in government and hence wield more power. I have power at the grassroots where my community is but I do not have the power to protect them. We lost 25 people in the last fight.

We do not have many cows left now, only a handful that one can easily count. This has put us in an economic quagmire; there is hunger and the children are malnourished. The cattle are our wealth and also the food we rely on. The cattle are a source of pride and strength to us.

We could benefit from quality infrastructure and better schools so the children can learn something other than depending solely on cattle. Since we now have no cattle, we have to look at alternative ways of generating income.

Many of our youth have gone to towns to get jobs because there is no livestock to look after. They do miserable and casual jobs like cutting grass, building or work in hotels as waiters. This is not the kind of work I would want them to do.  I consider them as idlers in these towns. This is a great waste of energetic human resource and this makes me sick. All the young people may all migrate to urban centers and leave the villages to the helpless old and children. Old people are lacking assistance the youth would normally provide in the area.

None of the youth are getting married now because there are no cattle for bride wealth. Some are getting married in towns in improper ways owing to lack of dowry.  


The same is felt when it comes to payment of fines in settling civil cases. As a judge, I get people to pay fines in form of chickens or goats. Alternatively, I take money sent in by those in towns.
I have 54 wives. This is an incredible number but only eight are my own wives, the rest I inherited from my father, including these very young concubines. I cannot count my children according to my culture, but some of them are in America. They are in hundreds. I am the sixth executive chief, although before they were not called this. My homestead remains the centre of power: all my ancestors are buried there.”
